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THE  HIMACHAL  PRADESH  COMPULSORY  PRIMARY 
EDUCATION  ACT,  1953 

(Act  No.  7 of  1954)1 

Arrangement  of  sections 

Sections  : 

1.  Short  title,  extent  and  commencement 

2.  Definitions. 

3.  Issue  of  notification  making  primary  education  compul- 
sory. 

4.  Condition  precedent  to  the  issue  of  notification. 

5.  Appointment  of  a school  committee. 

6.  Duty  of  parents  to  cause  children  to  attend  school. 

7.  Meaning  of  reasonable  excuse. 

8.  Issue  of  attendance  order  by  the  school  committee. 

9.  Penalty  for  failure  to  obey  attendance  order. 

10.  Penalty  for  employing  child  liable  to  attend  primary  school. 

11.  Cognizance  of  offences. 

12.  Compulsory  primary  education  to  be  free  of  charge. 

13.  Withdrawal  of  notification. 

*14.  Powers  of  State  Government  to  make  rules. 

(Received  the  assent  of  the  President  of  India  on  the  9th  April,  1954, 
and  was  published  in  Hindi  in  R.H.P,  dated  the  22nd  May,  1954,  at  p.  271 — 
274  and  in  English  in  R.H.P.,  dated  the  12th  June,  1954,  at  p . 310— 
312). 

Amended , repealed  or  otherwise  affected  by  — 

(i)  A.O.  1973,  published  in  R.H.P,  Extra,  dated  the  20th  January, 
1973  p.  91 — 112. 

{Authoritative  English  Text  of  the  Himachal  Pradesh  Anivarya  Prathmik 
Siksha  Adhiniyam , 1953), 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  compulsory  attendance  of  children  at  primary  schools 
in  the  Himachal  Pradesh. 

Preamble.— Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  compulsory 
attendance  of  children  at  pirmaty  schools  in  the  Himachal  Pradesh; 

It  is  hereby  enacted  as  follo  ws  : — 

1.  Short  title,  extent  and  commencement. — (1)  This  Act  may  be 
called  the  Himachal  Pradesh  Compulsory  Primary  Education  Act, 
1953. 

U .Passed in  Hindi  by  the  H.P.  Vidhan  Sabha  oh  December  14, 1953.  Fox  Statement 
of  Objects  and  Reasons*  See.  R. H. Pi , dated  the  5th  December  1953,  p.  33. 
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(2)  It  extends1  to  the2  (areas  comprised  in  Himachal  Pradesh  imme- 
diately before  1st  November,  1966). 

(3)  It  shall  come  into  force  at  once. 

2.  Definitions.— In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in 
the  subject  or  context — 

(1)  “child”  means  a child  whose  age  is  not  less  than  seven  and  not 
more  than  fourteen  years  ; 

(2)  “local  authority”  means  a Gram  Panchayat,  (Panchayat  Samiti), 
a  3  4{Ziia  Parishad),  a Notified  Area  Committee,  a Small  Town 
Committee  or  a Municipal  Committee ; 

(3)  “parent”  includes  a guardian  or  any  person  who  has  the  actual 
custody,  or  is  in  charge,  of  a child  ; 

(4)  “primary  education”  means  such  instruction  in  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic,  as  may  be  prescribed  for  the  time  being  for  pri- 
mary schools  by  the  State  Government  and  such  instruction  in 
other  subjects,  if  any,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment or  the  local  authority  with  the  approval  of  the  prescribed 
authority  ; 

(5)  “prescribed”  means  prescribed  by  rules  made  under  this 
Act ; 

(6)  “prescribed  authority”  means  an  authority  notified  as  such  by 
the  State  ^Government  whether  generally  or  for  a particular 
purpose  ; 

(7)  “recognized  primary  school”  means  a school  or  a department  of 
a school  in  which  instruction  in  primary  education  is  given  and 
which  is  for  the  time  being  recognised  by  the  prescribed  autho- 
rity ; 

(8)  “route”  means  a motor  road,  a bridle  path  or  a foot  path  ; 

(9)  “school  committee”  means  a committee  appointed  under  the 
provisions  of  section  5 of  this  Act  ; . 

(10)  “State  Government”  means  the  Government  of  Himachal 
Pradesh  ; 

(11)  “to  attend  a recognised  primary  school”  means  to  be  present 
for  instruction  at  such  school,  on  such  days  in  the  year,  at  such 
time  or  times,  and  for  so  many  hours  on  each  day  of  attendance,  as 
may  be  fixed  by  the  prescribed  authroity. 

3.  Issue  of  notification  malting  primary  education  compulsory • — (1) 
The  State  Government  may  declare  by  notification  that  the  primary 
educaton  of  male  children  shall  be  compulsory  in  any  area. 

(2)  Where  a notification  issue  1 under  section  (1)  is  in  force  or  at  the 
time  when  a notification  under  sub-section  (1)  is  issued,  the  State  Cover 
meat  may  issue  a notification  that  the  primary  education  of  female  children 
shall  be  compuls  ory  in  the  w.iole  or  any  part  of  the  area  to  which  notification 
under  sub-section  (1)  applies. 

1.  Extended  and  enforced  in  Bilaspur  vide  Not.  No.  E.  32-125/54,  dt  14- 1 CMU55 , 'appended 
and  subsequently  extended  to  areas  added  under  section  5 of  the  Punjab  Re-organisation 
Act,  1966  vide  Act  No.  10  of  1981 

2.  Subs,  for  the  words  ‘whole  of  Himachal  Pradesh’  by  A.  O.  1973 

3.  Subs,  for  £Tehsil  Panchayat’,  ibid. 

4.  Subs,  for  ‘Zila  Panchayat’,  ibid . 
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(3)  A notification  issue:!  under  this  section  shall  specify  the  date  from 
which,  and  the  area  or  areas  in  which,  primary  education  shall  be  compulsory 
and  public  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  notification  in  the  prescribed 
manner. 

(4)  The  Act  shall  not  apply  to  such  children  who  do  not  attend  school 
and  have  attained  the  age  of  nine  years  or  more  on  the  date  of  issue  of  the 
notification  under  sub-section  (1)  or  sub-section  (2). 

4.  Condition  precedent  to  the  issue  of  notification. — Notification  shall 
not  be  issued  under  section  3 unless  the  State  Government  is  satisfied  that 
adequate  provisions  will  be  made  in  recognised  primary  schools  for  such 
compulsory  education  free  of  charge. 

5.  Appointment  of  a school  committee. — -(l)Where  a notification 
has  been  issued  under  section  3,  the  State  Government  shall'  appoint  one  or 
more  committees  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  powers  and  performing 
the  duties  of  the  school  committee  under  . this  Act.' 

(2)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  school  committee  to  enforce  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act  respecting  the  attendance  of  children  at  school  and  the 
employment  of  children. 

6.  Duty  of  parents  to  cause  children  to  attend  school, — Where  a noti- 
fication under  section  3 is  in  force  in  any  area,  the  parent  of  every  child  to 
whom  the  notification  applies,  shall,  if  such  child  ordinarily  resides  in  such 
area,  in  the  absence  of  a reasonable  excuse  as  hereinafter  defined,  cause  such 
child  to  attend  recognised  primary  school. 

7.  Meaning  of  reasonable ‘excuse. — Any  of  the  following  circumstan- 
ces shall  be  deemed  to  be  a reasonable  excuse  within  the  meaning  of 
section  6— 

(1)  that  there  is  no  recognised  primary  school  within  a distance  of 
two  miles  by  the  nearest  route  from  the  residence  of  the  child  ; 

(2)  that  the  child  is  certified  by  such  authority  as  may  be  appointed 
in  this  behalf  by  the  State  Government  to  have  completed  a 
primary  course  as  prescribed  ; 

(3)  that  the  child  has  been  granted  temporary  leave  of  absence  from 
a school  in  accordance  with  the  rules  made  under  this  Act; 

(4)  that  the  child  is  certified  by  the  school  committee  approved  for 
this  purpose  by  the  prescribed  authority  to  be  unfit  to  attend 
school  by  reason  of  some  bodily  defect  or  inirmity  ; 

(5)  that  the  school  committee  of  the  area  has  on  the  application 
of  a very  old  or  diseased  parent,  exempted  from  compulsory  atten- 
dance in  a school,  a child  on  whom  lies  the  responsibility  to  attend 
upon  such  parent. 

8.  Issue  of  attendance  order  by  the.  school  committee. — Where  the 
school  committee  is  satined  that  . a parent  who  is  bound  under  the.  provisions 
of  section  6 to  cause  the  child  to  attend  a recognised  primary  school,  has 
failed  to  do,  the  school  committee  may,  after  giving  the  parent  an  opportunity 
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of  being  heard,  and  after  such  inquiry  as  it  considers  necessary,  pass  an  order 
directing  the  parent  to  cause  such  child  to  attend  recognised  primary  school 
from  a date  which  shall  be  specified  in  the  order. 

9.  Penalty  for,  failure  to  obey  attendance  order. — (1)  Any  parent 
against  whom  an  order  has  been  passed  under  section  8 and  who,  without 
reasonable  excuse  as  defined  in  section  7,  has  failed  to  obey  such  order,  shall 
on  conviction  before  a Magistrate  or  a Nyaya  Panchayat,  be  liable  to  a fine 
not  exceeding  five  rupees. 

(2)  Any  parent  who  having  been  convicted  for  an  offence  under  sub- 
section (1)  continues  to  disobey  the  order  passed  under  section  8 shall  be 
liable  to  a further  fine  which  may  extend  to  one  rupee  for  every  day  after  the 
date  of  the  first  conviction  during  which  he  has  proved  to  have  persisted  in 
disobeying  the  order. 

10.  Penalty  for  employing  child  liable  to  attend’  primary  school.' — 
Any  person  who  shall,  during  the  prescribed  hours  of  attendance  at  school, 
utilize  on  his  own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of  any  other  person,  in  connection  with 
any  employment,  whether  for  remuneration  or  not,  the  services  of  any  child 
whose  parent  is  required  under  this  Act  to  cause  him  to  attend  a recognised 
primary  school,  shall,  on  conviction  before  a Magistrate  or  a Nyaya  Panchayat, 
be  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  twenty-five  rupees. 

11.  Cognizance  of  offences, — No  court  shall  take  cognizance  of  an 
offence  under  section  9 or  section  10  except  on  the  complaint  of  or  on  infor- 
mation received  from  the  school  committee,  or  from  such  person  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  school  committee  or  by  the  State  Government  by  general 
or  special  order  in  this  behalf. 

12.  Cpmpnlsory  primary  education  to  be  free  of  charge. — No.  fee  shall 
be  charged  within  the  area  in  which  a notification  under  section  3 is  in  force 
in  respect  of  the  primary  education  of  any  child  to  whom  such  notification 
applies. 


13.  Withdrawal  of  notification. — The  State  Government  may,  after 
reference  to  the  local  authority,  cancel  the  notification  issued  under 
section  3. 


14  Powers  of  State  Government  to  make  rules. — (1)  The  State 
Government  may,  after  previous  publication,  make  rules1  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act. 

(2)  In  particular  and  without  prejudice  to  the  generality  of  the  power 
conferred  by  sub-section  (1),  the  State  Government  may  make  rules  — 

(a)  prescribing  under  caluse  4 of  section  2 the  range  of  instruction  in 
primary  schools  ; 

(h)  determining  generally  what  shall  be  considered  to  be  adequate 
provision  for  compulsory  primary  education  free  of  charge ; 

(c)  requiring  the  local  authority  to  prepare  and  publish  a register  of 
children  in  the  area  concerned ; 

1.  Rules  framed  vide  Net,  No.  E.  32-125/54,  dated  the 9th  December,  1955,  appended. 
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(d)  defining  the  conditions  on  which  the  State  Government  will  bear 
share  or  whole  of  the  cost  of  providing  primary  education; 

(e)  the  manner  in  which  the  school,  committees  shall  be  constituted, 
the  number  of  its  members  and  their  duties,  powers  and  respon- 
sibilities ; 

(/)  the  steps  which  the  school  committee  may  take  to  secure  atten- 
dance of  children  at  school  and  the  conditions  under  which  leave 
of  absence  from  school  may  be  allowed; 

(g)  the  jurisdiction  of  each  school  committee  where  more  than  one 
school  committees  are  appointed; 

(h)  the  relations  to  be  observed  between  the  school  committee  and 
any  education  committee  of  any  local  authority  that  may  have 
been  appointed  under  any  other  Act;  and 

(0  the  matters  which  are  to  be  and  may  be  prescribed. 


